
Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Prelude Largo from “New World Symphony”—A. Dvorak 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn Jr. Choir sings stanza one   561 
 

Jr. Choir: The tree of life with ev’ry good In Eden’s holy orchard stood, 

And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat. 

Yet in this garden also grew Another tree, of which they knew; 

Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned Against whose eating God had warned. 
 

The stillness of that sacred grove Was broken, as the serpent strove 

With tempting voice Eve to beguile And Adam too by sin defile. 

O day of sadness when the breath Of fear and darkness, doubt and death, 

Its awful poison first displayed Within the world so newly made. 
 

What mercy God showed to our race, A plan of rescue by His grace: 

In sending One from woman’s seed, The One to fill our greatest need— 

For on a tree uplifted high His only Son for sin would die, 

Would drink the cup of scorn and dread To crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 

Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame Flows life eternal in His name; 

For all who trust and will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive. 

And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat, 

To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good. 
 

Confession of Sins                          please stand  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  

P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our 

sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 

them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

Kyrie              
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

1 



P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your 

ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.                                 please be seated 
 

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 20:1-17 

And God spoke all these words, saying,  

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before Me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 

LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who hate Me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My 

commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His 

name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is 

a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 

servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed 

the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his 

female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

[Paul writes:] For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the  
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power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will  

thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 

God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 

wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 

what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 

are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And 

because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Lenten Verse please stand 

C (sung) Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Holy Gospel  John 2:13-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple He found those who were 

selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, He drove 

them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And He poured out the coins of the money-changers and 

overturned their tables. And He told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make My Father's 

house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.” 

So the Jews said to Him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 

will You raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking about the temple of His body. When therefore He was 

raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word 

that Jesus had spoken. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.                                                    
 

Nicene Creed page 158 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 

with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
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  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

                                             please be seated 

Little Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day 530 

 No temple now, no gift of price, No priestly round of sacrifice, 

    Retain their ancient pow’rs. 

As shadows fade before the sun The day of sacrifice is done, 

    The day of grace is ours. 
 

 The dying Lord our ransom paid, One final full self-off’ring made, 

    Complete in ev’ry part. 

His finished sacrifice for sins The covenant of grace begins, 

    The law within the heart.  
 

 In faith and confidence draw near, Within the holiest appear, 

    With all who praise and pray; 

Who share one family, one feast, One great imperishable Priest, 

    One new and living way. 
 

 For Christ is ours! With purpose true The pilgrim path of faith pursue, 

    The road that Jesus trod; 

Until by His prevailing grace We stand at last before His face, 

    Our Savior and our God.   
 

Sermon                                                    The Temple Destroyed John 2:13-22 
 

Hymn of Response  426 stanzas 1-3 

 When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

 See, from His head, His hands, His feet Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Prayer of the Church please stand 

 

Service of the Sacrament          pages 160-163 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 
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C (sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

P Blessed are You…one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ… 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  Amen. 

C (sung) Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament  
429 We sing the praise of Him who died, Of Him who died upon the cross. 

The sinner’s hope let all deride; For this we count the world but loss. 
 

 Inscribed upon the cross we see In shining letters, “God is love.” 

He bears our sins upon the tree; He brings us mercy from above. 
 

 The cross! It takes our guilt away; It holds the fainting spirit up; 

It cheers with hope the gloomy day And sweetens ev’ry bitter cup. 
 

 It makes the coward spirit brave And nerves the feeble arm for fight; 

It takes the terror from the grave And gilds the bed of death with light; 
 

 The balm of life, the cure of woe, The measure and the pledge of love, 

The sinner’s refuge here below, The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 
 

 To Christ, who won for sinners grace By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race Forever and forevermore. 
 

435 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died. 
 

 Come in poverty and meanness, Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light. 
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 Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; They that drink shall thirst no more. 
 

 They that drink shall live forever; ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when He was glorified. 
 

433  Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains 

Poured for me the lifeblood From His sacred veins! 
 

 Grace and life eternal In that blood I find; 

Blest be His compassion, Infinitely kind! 
 

 Blest through endless ages Be the precious stream 

Which from endless torment Did the world redeem! 
 

 Abel’s blood for vengeance Pleaded to the skies; 

But the blood of Jesus For our pardon cries. 
 

 Oft as earth exulting Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply. 
 

 Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood! 
 

437  Alas! And did my Savior bleed, And did my sov’reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head For such a worm as I? 
 

 Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, And love beyond degree! 
 

 Well might the sun in darkness hide And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty maker, died For His own creatures’ sin. 
 

 Thus might I hide my blushing face While His dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, And melt mine eyes to tears. 
 

 But drops of grief can ne’er repay The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away: ’Tis all that I can do. 
 

Communion Blessing please stand 
 

Closing Prayer and Benediction                      
P Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you 

      and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 C Amen. 
  

Closing Hymn   426 stanza 4 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 
6 



Postlude Chaconne—L. Couperin 

Thanks to Lydia Pevlor for playing the clarinet. 
 

The Temple Destroyed—John 2:13-22 
  

 The temple is where God d                                . 

  

 Why was Jesus angered by what He saw at the temple? 

  

 J                               is the temple because He is G            . 

  

 Jesus is the P                               lamb. 

  

 Jesus’ death and resurrection render the Jerusalem temple o                              . 

  

 Your b                        is the Lord’s temple. 

   

  Why does Jesus need to cleanse you? 

   

  What unholy things in your heart need to be driven out? 

  

 Since we belong to Jesus, we can also boldly confess:  

   

  D                        this t                          and it will be raised again! 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 2:14-21 

 

LIVING THE SERMON… God is faithful and He cleanses you from all unrighteousness so that your body is a holy 

temple to the Lord. Consider the ways in which you defile and desecrate your body. What does Jesus need to cleanse? 

What ungodliness needs to be driven out? Return to Jesus confessing your sin, seeking His cleansing.  

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH… Give thanks to Jesus, the true and eternal temple, who was raised again on the third 
day. Pray that you would always seek the cleansing power of His forgiveness, and that as a temple of the Lord, the Holy 
Spirit would work through you to serve others and be a blessing to many. 
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Our Weekly Schedule 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday Worship Services at 8 and 10:45 AM 

Lenten Wednesday Worship Service at 4:45 PM (COVID-sensitive) and 7 PM 

Sunday 8 AM and Wednesday 4:45 PM posted online. 

Radio worship service Sundays at 9:30 AM on WYGS 91.1 FM 

7 PM Lutheran Hour on WYGS 91.1 FM 
 

Holy Communion Offered 

All Sunday and Wednesday 4:45 PM services  

2 PM Sundays Small Group Communion offered 

By appointment at church or your house by contacting one of the pastors 
 

Christian Education 

 Children’s Sunday School and Adult Bible Study* Sundays at 9:30 AM 

Bible Study Wednesdays at 9 AM and 6 PM 
 

*Adult Bible Study is live-streamed on the St. Paul YouTube Channel each Sunday at 9:30 AM 


