
 

 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17, 2021 

 



The Order of Divine Service 
 

Prelude                         Go to Dark Gethsemane—D. Cherwien        
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Lenten Address                                                          please stand 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and 

penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and 

humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, 

might richly bless this Lententide for us that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in 

sincerity and truth. 
 

Litany                            
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy, 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy, 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father, in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by 

Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and Passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious 

resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord.  

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in 

the true faith; to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance. 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and console the poor, the 

sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; to give 

abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; and graciously to 

hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord,  

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen.   
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We 

implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and 

to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those 

who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen.                       please be seated 
 

Imposition of Ashes 
 

419 Savior, when in dust to Thee Low we bow the_adoring knee; 

    When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe Suffered once for us below, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! 
 

 By Thy helpless infant years, By Thy life of want and tears, 

    By Thy days of deep distress In the savage wilderness, 

By the dread, mysterious hour Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 

    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; Hear our penitential cry! 
 

 By Thine hour of dire despair, By Thine agony of prayer, 

    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 

By the gloom that veiled the skies O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 

    Listen to our humble sigh; Hear our penitential cry! 
 

 By Thy deep expiring groan, By the sad sepulchral stone, 

    By the vault whose dark abode Held in vain the rising God, 

O, from earth to heav’n restored, Mighty, reascended Lord, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! 
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613 To Thee, omniscient Lord of all, In grief and shame I humbly call; 

    I see my sins against Thee, Lord, The sins of thought and deed and word. 

They press me sore; I cry to Thee: O God, be merciful to me! 
 

 O Lord, my God, to Thee I pray: O cast me not in wrath away! 

    Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart, But let Him draw to Thee my heart 

That truly penitent I be: O God, be merciful to me! 
 

 O Jesus, let Thy precious blood Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 

    Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away, But grant that justified I may 

Go to my house at peace with Thee: O God, be merciful to me! 
 

Confession of Sins              please stand 

P Let us confess our sins to God our Father.  

  C O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I 

am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.  
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                                                   please be seated 
 

Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12-19 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 

mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. Who knows whether He 

will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your 

God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the 

congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her chamber. Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and 

say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, and make not Your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

Then the LORD became jealous for His land and had pity on His people. The LORD answered and said to His 

people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a 

reproach among the nations.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse of the Day                    please stand and speak together 
C Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love. 
 

Gospel Reading                                 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then  
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you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when 

you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 

and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 

when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may 

be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and 

wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.               please be seated 

 

Little Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day         615  
  

 When in the hour of deepest need We know not where to look for aid; 

When days and nights of anxious thought No help or counsel yet have brought, 
 

 Then is our comfort this alone That we may meet before Your throne; 

To You, O faithful God, we cry For rescue in our misery. 
 

 For You have promised, Lord, to heed Your children’s cries in time of need 

Through Him whose name alone is great, Our Savior and our advocate. 
 

 And so we come, O God, today And all our woes before You lay; 

For sorely tried, cast down, we stand, Perplexed by fears on ev’ry hand. 
 

 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 
 

 So we with all our hearts each day To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, And now and ever praise You, Lord.                                         
 

Sermon                                                              Return Joel 2:12-19 

 

Response (on the next page) (LSB 157) 
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The verse is sung twice: first by the soloist/choir and then all sing.  

 

 

 
 

Prayers    please stand 
 

Great Thanksgiving for Holy Communion                          
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by 

the tree of the cross, that where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who 

overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Hear us as we pray in 

His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
 

Words of Institution 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ . . .  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen.                                                                    please be seated 
 

Distribution                      Hymns: 421 stanzas 1-4, 418, 820 

421 stanzas 1-4  

 Jesus, grant that balm and healing In Your holy wounds I find, 

Ev’ry hour that I am feeling Pains of body and of mind. 

Should some evil thought within Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 

    Show the peril, and from sinning Keep me from its first beginning. 
 

 Should some lust or sharp temptation Fascinate my sinful mind, 

Draw me to Your cross and passion, And new courage I shall find. 

Or should Satan press me hard, Let me then be on my guard, 

    Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” That the tempter flee confounded. 
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 If the world my heart entices With the broad and easy road, 

With seductive, sinful vices, Let me weigh the awful load 

You were willing to endure. Help me flee all thoughts impure 

    And to master each temptation, Calm in prayer and meditation. 
 

 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 

When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, Granting new life to my soul. 

Yes, Your comfort renders sweet Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 

    For Your all-atoning passion Has procured my soul’s salvation. 

 

418        O Lord, throughout these forty days You prayed and kept the fast; 

Inspire repentance for our sin, And free us from our past. 
 

 You strove with Satan, and You won; Your faithfulness endured; 

Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust In God’s eternal Word. 
 

 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed And fixed Your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves, Since we have known God’s love. 
 

 Be with us through this season, Lord, And all our earthly days, 

That when the final Easter dawns, We join in heaven’s praise. 

 

420 My soul, now praise your Maker! Let all within me bless His name 

Who makes you full partaker Of mercies more than you dare claim. 

Forget Him not whose meekness Still bears with all your sin, 

Who heals your ev’ry weakness, Renews your life within; 

Whose grace and care are endless And saved you through the past; 

Who leaves no suff’rer friendless But rights the wronged at last. 
 

 He offers all His treasure Of justice, truth, and righteousness, 

His love beyond all measure, His yearning pity o’er distress; 

Nor treats us as we merit But sets His anger by. 

The poor and contrite spirit Finds His compassion nigh; 

And high as heav’n above us, As dawn from close of day, 

So far, since He has loved us, He puts our sins away. 
 

 For as a tender father Has pity on His children here, 

God in His arms will gather All who are His in childlike fear. 

He knows how frail our powers, Who but from dust are made. 

We flourish like the flowers, And even so we fade; 

The wind but through them passes, And all their bloom is o’er. 

We wither like the grasses; Our place knows us no more. 
 

 His grace remains forever, And children’s children yet shall prove 

That God forsakes them never Who in true fear shall seek His love. 

In heav’n is fixed His dwelling, His rule is over all; 

O hosts with might excelling, With praise before Him fall. 

Praise Him forever reigning, All you who hear His Word— 

Our life and all sustaining. My soul, O praise the Lord! 
 

Communion Blessing              please stand 
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Post-Communion Prayer                                                                    

P Let us pray. We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing may be upon us, who have been fed with the 

true body and blood of Your Son given and shed for our sins, that we might ever rejoice in the gifts of Your 

pardon and salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift 

up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                                                             421 stanza 5 

 O my God, my rock and tower, Grant that in Your death I trust, 

Knowing death has lost its power Since You crushed it in the dust. 

Savior, let Your agony Ever help and comfort me; 

    When I die be my protection, Light and life and resurrection. 
 

Postlude                                              Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642—J.S. Bach 
 

Return—Joel 2:12-19 
 

Sin is a turning a_____________, turning one’s b____________ on God. 

 
 

Sin creates distance and s_____________________. 

 
 

Sin results in f_____________________. 
 

 

Return to the Lord your God because of who God is: g_____________________, m_________________________, slow to 

 

 a____________________ and abounding in s_____________________ l__________________. 
 

 

Repentance is a rending on one’s h___________________, inward not outward. 
 

 

There is always an u__________________ to repentance. 
 

 

Repentance is for a__________ people, from the elderly to children and infants. 
 

 

True repentance is not to avoid p_____________________, but to seek reconciliation, restoration, and renewal.  

 

Wednesdays in Lent at 4:45 PM COVID-sensitive and online and 7 PM 

The 4:45 PM service includes Communion 
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